THE 1st SYMPOSIUM ON COMBATTING FOREST FIRES
7-10 January, Antalya, TURKEY

First Announcement

The Objective of the Symposium

Because of the forest fires, which are natural disasters, an average of 5 Million ha in the world, 500.000 ha in the Mediterranean countries (Greece, Italy, Spain, France, Portugal) and 10.000 ha forest land in our Country is damaged annually. As a result of this natural disaster lives are lost, habitats together with their fauna and flora are suffered, carbon dioxide is emitted and oxygen production is halted, altogether, a substantial loss that cannot be evaluated in monetary terms.
Located in Mediterranean geography and climate zone, our Country’s forests are, particularly in summer seasons, under the intensive threat of forest fires. Therefore, our Ministry combats and extinguishes more than 4000 forest, grass and stubble fires each year.

Our Ministry is very scrupulous in carrying out combating activities against forest fires “with an approach equal to country defense”. But still, to prevent these big and common environmental disasters with the least cost and with the shortest intervention time could only be possible with the support of all public organizations, local administrations, NGOs, media and press through taking responsibility.
For this reason; our Ministry planned to organize “the 1st Symposium on Combating Forest Fires” in January 2009 in Antalya.

Representatives of all public organizations, local administrations, universities, NGOs are invited to the symposium as either participants or lecturers. It will be tried to establish a platform on which knowledge, experience and views of all sections of society will be used for forest fires combating.
Besides, producers of vehicles, tools, agents and materials used for forest fire combating are also invited, and they will be provided with facilities to exhibit their products.
Symposium Topics
1-Causes of forest fires and fire assessment

· Social, cultural and economic causes and specifications of residential areas

· Fire ecology

· Statistical assessment of forest fires in Turkey and in the World

2-Protection against forest fires and prevention of fires

· Reducing fire danger and fire silviculture, prescribed burning (decreasing burning material)

· Decision support systems

            -Visual fire warning and monitoring systems
     -Use of GIS in forest fires

     -Planning of fire combating, fire mobilization centers, vehicles tracking systems

     -Meteorologic early warning systems
· Forest fires security roads and strips, fire intervention and prevention fronts and other physical measures

· Organization, training and motivation of fire teams before fires

· Work safety and first aid in forest fires

3-Training and legislation, administrative structure

· Training of the people

· Training of the staff

· Training of the forest peasants

· Legal responsibilities in preventing forest fires and necessary measures

· Administrative structuring, legislative arrangements and development of legislation for extinguishing rural area and village fires

· Participation of local organizations, civil society and volunteers to forest fire combating

4-Forest Fire Combating (Extinguishing fires)

· Fire behavior models, simulation

· Technologies, tools and agents used in fire suppression

    -Equipment, tools, materials used in ground intervention

    -Arial intervention crafts and their use

    -Water provision in fire suppression (ponds, pools, water pits etc.)

· Administrative structuring and fire commandment

· Forest fires striking organization and contra-fire

· Protective equipment and instruments that used by fire combating teams in Turkey and in the World

· Advanced technologies in fire suppression

5-Conservation, rehabilitation and reforestation of burned area (establishment of fire resistant forests)

Introduction of Fire Vehicles, Equipment and Material 

There will be meeting rooms for discussion of scientific and technical issues about fire suppression and places for exhibition of products during the Symposium. Companies will be provided with facilities to introduce their products.
Venue

The symposium will take place in Antalya where transportation, climate and logistics, thought to be the most convenient.
Submission of the Papers
Papers in above mentioned topics, and in the declared format, could be faxed or e-mailed to the addresses below. Papers shall not exceed 8 pages and senders should indicate the topic with their names and communication addresses. A short background of the writer should also be attached to the paper. Papers which will be found eligible for the Symposium will be presented in Power Point format during the symposium.
Marked Dates

Deadline for the submission of papers



: 14 November 2008

Notice about the eligibility of the papers


:  5 December 2008

Deadline for the submission of edited papers


: 22 December 2008
Date of the symposium





: 7-10 January 2009
Communication Information

For further information / presentation of papers / application


The Secretariat of the 1st Forest Fires Combating Symposium


Orman Genel Müdürlüğü 1 Nolu Bina Nazım Batur Salonu


Bestepe, Yenimahalle / ANKARA


Tel 
: 0312 296 4163


Fax
: 0312 296 4328


E-Mail
: yanginsempozyumu@ogm.gov.tr

Web
: www.ogm.gov.tr

